
HOW TO  
SHINE A LIGHT
on bladder cancer

For the FBC 2018 Bladder 
Cancer Awareness Month we 
want to get some attention 
for bladder cancer by 
turning things orange. 

When should I approach my local building or 
landmark to ask them to light up?

As soon as possible, so you can book a time. 
Landmarks get a lot of requests to light up in  
different colours.

Don’t be offended if your request is refused. There are 
technical reasons for the owners to consider. So, look 
around for another location and keep asking. There 
will be others prepared to get involved.

What date should I ask them to light up on?

Any time from May 2nd onwards is great. We are 
looking to have a good number of locations at the 
start of May to help kick off the month, but it will 
depend on availability. Whatever date you get, you  
will be adding to the campaign AND we will have 
more photos to share on social media. Some buildings 
will even be prepared to light up for the whole of  
the month. If you don’t ask about that, you will  
never know!
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Bubbles for Bladder Cancer Day – on May 
20th is also a great time to light up and 
support the global event as bubbles are 
blown in a wave around the world for  
bladder cancer.

We have made a great start and already have these two 
major monuments lined up to launch the campaign. 
But we haven’t stopped there, as we hope to Shine a 
Light on Bladder Cancer in many other places to help 
get people talking about bladder cancer. And you 
might be able to help us.

How do you get things turned orange? 

In reality, it is just a case of asking!

But is it really that easy? 

Sometimes yes, but, sometimes you will need to be a 
bit persuasive and sometimes it won’t happen so think 
about another building or monument and try again!

Here is a guide to help you make a colourful impact  
for bladder cancer. If you can’t find the answer you  
want, please email us.



REMEMBER TO TAG  
YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA 

PHOTOS AND  
MESSAGES WITH

#BladderCancer

How should I approach my landmark?

A phone call is always best, and it is a friendly way to 
approach a company. You can also check their website 
to find a suitable email address. 

You will be lucky to reach the right person first time. 
So, try speaking to customer services, marketing or  
the press office. They will be able to point you in the 
right direction. At smaller venues there may only be a 
single manager or business owner. But getting through 
to them will be important.

If you need help getting started, we have a template 
email/letter. It will be helpful to personalise it by 
referring to your own reasons for supporting  
the campaign.

The landmark I approached has agreed to light 
up, what should I do now?

That’s terrific. Celebrate your success for a few 
minutes then...

Let us know at FBC. We’d like to hear 
about the Building or Structure and 
when it will be lit. Email us at: 
events@fightbladdercancer.co.uk
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Make sure you have recorded the 
details of the best contact, so you can 
get back to them. (You can also ask if 
it is OK for you to keep their details on 
file for next year).
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Check with the location a few days 
before the event to make sure 
everything is still on track.  

The landmark I approached is happy to light up, 
but there is a cost involved or I need to supply 
filters/gels, what should I do?

Most buildings and structures can change colours  
quite easily and are happy to do it at no cost.

Others may look for a fee to cover their facility 
management time or to change the colour filters on 
their lights. It you are asked to pay, and it is not a huge 
amount, you can either use your own funds or ask 
a local business to sponsor the event as a charitable 
donation. You can thank them publicly on social  
media and in your local press as a reward.  

If the charge is too high, we recommend you look 
around for an alternative. You will be surprised  
how many people will be happy to get involved.

Unfortunately, unless you have an opportunity to light a 
really spectacular landmark, our campaign cannot pay 
any costs.

What should I do on the night?

Take a photo. This is all about creating a visual 
spectacle which can be seen locally AND shared 
everywhere via social media. Think about getting the 
best images you can to share on Social media and 
take high resolution photos for newspapers (JPEG 
images bigger than 1MB). Remember the days get 
longer throughout May, so floodlighting times will  
be a little later too.  

Please share your photos with us and your friends  
on social media using #BladderCancer

The Millennium Bridge, Newcastle – Gateshead, UK 

Will be floodlit orange on 20th May 
Bubbles for Bladder Cancer Day
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Roche. The scope and the content are the sole responsibility of the European Cancer Patient Coalition.
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by sharing photos and 
even short video clips  
of your event. We can  
use them on Facebook  
and Twitter. 
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Email us your photos 
and we will include 
them in a Gallery. 

by promoting it in 
advance on social 
media, so make sure 
you tell us. 
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IF YOU HAVE ANY  
QUESTIONS, EMAIL  
US AND WE’LL DO  

OUR BEST TO HELP.

You can even arrange a gathering to blow Bubbles for Bladder Cancer in front of the orange floodlighting.  
If you get a bubble machine you can create a nice photograph of people, bubbles and the floodlit building.  
If you are able to book our Walking Zorbs’ for the day, you can use them too. Sticky badges and small  
hand-out leaflets will help inform passers-by why the landmark is floodlit in orange and about bladder cancer.

How do we publicise your Shine A Light event?

Tell your local media. Send them a short press release about what is happening and why. If they don’t turn up,  
send them a photo immediately afterwards. There is a template press release in our toolkit. Add stories about 
bladder cancer in your area or feature someone locally who is willing to share their story.

At FBC we want to make your event part of the bigger campaign. We can help and support you online and  
in social media.

brought to you by

bladder
CANCER

The Kelpies, Falkirk, Scotland, UK

Will be flooded in orange light  
to launch Bladder Cancer  

Awareness Month on 2nd May


